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ON NOVEMBER 18, UDOT HELD A PUBLIC
MEETING AT BLACKRIDGE ELEMENTARY
TO SOLICIT FEEDBACK ON THE FUTURE
EXPANSION OF CORY WRIDE HIGHWAY

(SR-73).

Eagle Mountain is growing fast. The city’s current population is now
over 29,000 residents. Our projected population by 2050 is 114,400
residents according to the Governor’s Office of Management and
Budget. A recent independent study suggests this projection may be
significantly low.

A fitness park has been installed at the trailhead on Pony Express Pkwy at Bobby
Wren Blvd. A small parking area is available on the west side.

With new vehicles being added to our roads daily this proposed

concept for expanding Cory Wride Highway is an effort of UDOT to
be responsive and proactive to this valley’s future transportation
needs. With the population of Utah estimated to double over the

next thirty years (an additional 3,000,000 people), it is clear that Eagle

Mountain and surrounding areas will be filling in.

Concept plans have recently been considered and their impact on
future traffic flows have been modeled. You can see a comparison
of the “No Build Concept” modeling and the “Freeway With Frontage

Roads Concept” on my blog at www.mayorsvoice.com. You will notice

that the “No Build Concept” (not a good option) leaves Cory Wride
Highway with Heavy Congestion and 51,000 average daily vehicle
trips between Ranches Parkway and Mountain View Corridor. It also
results in between 43,000 and 46,000 trips on Pony Express, which
also projects heavy congestion. For comparison, the same section of
Cory Wride Highway currently has about 25,000 daily trips and Pony
Express has between 15,000 and 16,000 trips. You can also view the
existing traffic data on my blog.

With the expansion of Cory Wride Highway to a freeway with
frontage roads, the traffic patterns change dramatically. More traffic
flows to Cory Wride Highway because it will have the capacity to
handle the traffic and this relieves the congestion on Pony Express
(which by that time will be expanded also). Cory Wride Highway's
average daily traffic volumes increase to 76,000 with limited
congestion, and Pony Express between Ranches Parkway and
Mountain View Corridor (future connection) drops down to 27,000
average daily traffic volumes with limited congestion.

The work up until this point has been focused on creating and

refining concept plans, and modeling theirimpact at a high level.
Now, the various models have shown that the concept of a freeway
with frontage roads will flow the most traffic, and will do so most
efficiently while meeting other needs such as cross traffic access,
spacing of freeway access points, and more. With that in view,

the next stage is to begin a NEPA Study. That is an environmental
impact study which takes approximately one year to complete.
The NEPA process is very regimented and it encourages
communication and cooperation between all stakeholders-
municipal government, agency (UDOT), businesses, and public are
all able to participate in the process and give feedback.

NEPA stands for National Environmental Policy Act. Studies
under this act use a number of tools to analyze a proposed
project. Without going too deep into the process, there is one
noteworthy part that | want to share. In the analysis portion of a
NEPA study, the social and economic impacts are considered and
carefully documented. This section includes the impact to existing
property owners along and within any proposed corridor of the
project. Impacts to property values, aesthetics, and noise are all
considered at this stage. The process is specifically designed to
identify impacts, identify ways to avoid or mitigate the negative
impacts and to arrive at the best possible solution to meet the
transportation needs of a growing area.

| cannot predict the conclusion of the NEPA study or the eventual
design of the project, though | have reason to believe at this
point that the project will be moving forward with the existing
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concept as presented. At the meeting on the 18th, a conceptual map offered three different
alignments. You can view those proposed alignments here. Each of those alignments

would affect some existing homes. To the homeowners in those areas, | realize this is an
uncomfortable process. While | wish this project would not affect home owners, | do not yet
know if it can be avoided. | do know that we can and will work closely with UDOT and with
you to find the best possible path that has the least negative impact to homeowners and to
the future transportation needs of this valley.

The timeline for this project is currently planned in two phases. The first phase is projected,
though not funded for some time in the next ten years. This first phase would likely increase
the capacity for Cory Wride Highway from Ranches Parkway to Mountain View Corridor.

The first phase of the Mountain View Corridor connection would likely need to take place
on a similar time frame. This section is not expected to have direct impact on existing
structures. Once aware of the needs of the facility, our staff worked closely with UDOT and
Mountainland Association of Governments and developers to preserve right-of-way beyond
what was already preserved. We will continue to take steps to prevent building on the
potential corridor so that more people will not be affected.

| can assure you that you will not be without a voice in the process. This is the start of a
conversation that may be difficult for many of us, but it is necessary. The details will come
as UDOT moves carefully and intentionally through the process to make certain the impacts
are understood and steps are taken to prevent them wherever possible.

As always, | encourage your comments and questions. You can call me on my cell phone at
801-564-9342, or email me at mayor@emcity.org. If you have a question which others may
have, please comment on my blog so that others may benefit from the answer as well.

MAYOR CHRIS PENGRA
wWww.mayorsvoice.com
mayor@emcity.org

CHUCK YOUR GHANGE!

With Eagle Valley Elementary & MISS EAGLE MOUNTAIN!
Monday Nov. 30th - Monday Dec. Tth

 Stuff as many jars as possible!!
£ © The top class from K-3 and 4-6 will

win a class party with
Miss Eagle Mountain!
§ ® AllLdonations go to the local
| “Christmas Box House” facility to
|lellefll fllSll}r |(Il|S m ﬂll} areal

cllllll‘lllllllillls can alsn he matle |lv contactmy
Miss Eagle Mountain at missellaharlow@umail.com.
‘Fostering Childhood: Every Child Needs a Chance”

NEWS BRIEFS

Seniors Christmas Dinner

The Seniors (ages 55+) will hold a
Christmas Dinner party at the Camp
Williams Officer’s Club on December 14 at
5 p.m . Admission fee is $2.50, including
dinner, a photo, and entertainment

with Nathan Osmond. Visit the City
website, events calendar for registration
information.

City Offices Closed

The City offices and Library will be closed
December 23-25 for the Christmas holiday
and December 31 and January 1 for the
New Year holiday. The Library will also

be closed Saturday, December 26 and
Saturday, January 2.

Adult Co-ed Volleyball

Registration is open through January 4 for
the City’s Adult Co-ed Volleyball program.
Ages 16 and up are welcome to participate.
Team fee is $200. Up to 10 players allowed
per team. Season is January 9 to February
27. Games will be played between 3

p.m. and 8 p.m. on Saturdays at Rockwell
High School. League consists of eight
guaranteed games, including a double
elimination tournament, and awards for
1st and 2nd place. Registration is available
on the City website, Recreation tab, under
Sports Programs.

Snow Parking

Please remember that by City ordinance,

it is unlawful to park vehicles, trailers, or
other property constituting obstructions to
traffic on the streets of Eagle Mountain City
between the hours of 4:00 a.m. and 4:00
p.m. each day from November 1 to March
15 of the succeeding year whenever two or
more inches of snow accumulate on streets
in the city. Vehicles and other obstructions
on streets and roads of Eagle Mountain
City parked in violation of this article are
subject to towing and removal by the

city to facilitate maneuvering snowplows
and snow removal operations. Violations
may be reported to Code Enforcement at
jthompson@emcity.org or 801-420-2305.

It is also unlawful to place, plow, or dump
snow in the streets and roads of Eagle
Mountain City.
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